
Lake Providence Watershed Council
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2015 Regulal Scssiorr

SENATE CONCUII.RENT RESOLUT]ON NO. 1I5

BY SENATOI{ THOMPSON AND REPRESENTATIVE ANDERS

ENROLLED

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To establish the Lake Plovidence Watelshed Council and to provide tbr its menrbership and

responsibi lities.

WHEREAS, Lake Providence, an oxbow lake formed florn a bend in the Mississippi

River, is located in East Carroll Parish; and

WHEREAS, Lake Providence is a lake well known for its natural scenic beauty and

for the fact that it is an impoltant natural resource that supports an abundance ofrecleational

activities, including fishing, swil'nrning, waterskiing, boating, bilding, and wateribwl

hunting; and

WHEREAS, these scenic and recreatiolral opportunities are cl'itical cornponents

necessary to the economic well-being of the legion surrounding the lal<e and to the state as

a whole; and

WHEREAS, Alticle IX, Section 1 of the Constitution of Louisiana declales that the

"natuLal resources of the state, including ... water ... shall be plotected, consetved, and

leplenished insofar as possible and consistent with the health, safety, and welfare of the

people. The legislature shall enact laws to implernent this policy."; and

WHEREAS, the aquatic habitat ofLake Providence has been in a state of decline due

to a variety of causes, including runoff from the development of the sulrounding land,

shoreline rnodifications and development, and the seditnent and nutrient cotttent of lunotf

fionr agricultulal developnrent being deposited annually into the lake; and

WHEREAS, these causes have negatively impacted and may continue to tl.lreaten attd

degrade tlre value of the lake as a valuable resource fol wildlife habitat and as a sout'ce of

economic activity that stirnulates the surounding area and should allow for the incleased

enjoyrnent of tlre lake; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Louisiana deserve to lrave a restored and sustainable

Lake Providence and an essential step in that process is development and agreenretit on a

practicable plan with achievable goals and measurable milestones of achievement for lrow

best to restore and sustain the lake, along with an estimation of cost for lhose restot'ation

efforts; and
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WHEREAS, it is essential to conduct a caleful and deliberate scientific study to

develop a sound and lasting solution to the deteriol'ation of the quality of the Lake

Providence watelshed and that action based on the lecornrnendations developed in this study

be implernented as expeditiously as possible in order to pleserve, protect, and enhance these

resoul'ces now and for generations to come; and

WHEREAS, there are several state and local agencies, including the Departrnent of

Agliculture and Forestly, the Department of Envit'onntental Quality, the Deparlrnent of

Health and Flospitals, and the Departurent of Wildlife and Fisheries, with expertise,

knowledge, and resources essential to identify and evaluate the ploblems present in the Lake

Providence watershed; and

WHEREAS, it is irnportant that the appropriate state and local governments work

together with all the various stakeholders interested in the restolation ofLake Providence

to identify the problems, determine solutions, and irnplelnent remedies to restore, pleserve,

and enhance the health and sustainability ofthe Lake Providence watershed; and

WIIEREAS, to achieve the goal of a restored Lake Providence watershed as quickly

and completely as possible, it is necessary to bring together the various government interests,

as well as nongoverrmental stakeholdel organizations who possess specialized knowledge

ol whose members lepresent resource users in the Lake Providence watershed.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby

create the Lake Providence Watershed Council, whose tnembership shall be as follows:

(1) The cornmissioner of the Department of Agriculture and Forestry or his

designee within the departrnent.

(2) The secretary of the Department of Environmental Quality or his designee

within the department.

(3) The sectetary of the Departrnent of Flealth and Hospitals or his designee

within the deparhnent.

(4) The secretary of the Department of Natural Resources or his designee within

the department, who shall serve as vice chair of the council.

(5) The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or his designee

within the department, who shall serve as chair of the council.

(6) The state senator from Seuate District 34.

(7) The state lepresentative from House District 2l .
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(8) Two rrembeLs to be selected by the senatol'ft'onr Senate District 34.

(9) Two nrembet's appointed by tlre leplesentative frotn House District 2l .

( l0) Two metnbers appointed by the East Carroll Palish Police Jury.

( I l) One menrber appointed by the East Carroll Parish Sheriff.

( I 2) One rrrember appointed by the mayor of the city of Lake Providence.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members ofthe Lake Providence Watershed

Council shall not be entitled to receive any salary, pel diem, expenses, mileage, or other

emollients of the olfice for theil service or.r this comn.rission, outside of any that they may

be entitled to by virtue of their service itr another public office.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall, at the proper time, contact the

following federal resource agetrcies to solicit theil views and input with respect to

completing the study reqnested by this Resolution:

(l) United States Anny Corps of Engineers.

(2) United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

(3) United States Geological Survey.

(4) National Resources Conservation Service.

(5) United States Depalhnent of Agriculture.

(6) National Oceanographic and Atrnospheric Adrninistration.

(7) United States Environtnental Protection Agency.

BE IT FTIRTHER RESOLVED that the members of the Lake Providence Watershed

Cogncil shall meet as often as necessary to deliberate and produce a report that will identify,

review, and evaluate management strategies to facilitate the goal of improving the aquatic

habitat of Lake Providence; to provide recommendations for the optimal tnanagement and

protection of the resources within the Lake Providence watershed, including but not limited

to the following:

(1) The study of impacts and potential irnpacts to water quality, excess nutrient and

sediment run-off management, shoreline modification rnanagement, watershed conservation

trleasrtres, and innovative habitat restoration rnethodology.

(2) Coordination of federal, state, and local efforts to improve and protect water

cluality; surface water resource lnanagemellt and protection policies; recommendations for

the optimal lnanagernent and protection of the natural resources in the Lake Providence

watershed.
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(3) Recommended changes to cuffent procedules and practices to rnake tlte

management and protection of the natural resources in the Lake Pt'ovidence watershed more

effi cierrt, comprehensive, and sustainable.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the leport shall be subnitted to tlre House

Committee on Natural Resources and Environment and the Senate Con-rntittee on

Environmental Quality no later than May 1,2016, and that utrless the Lake Providence

Watershed Council is extended by further action of the Louisiana Legislature, it shall cease

to exist December 31,2016.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

commissioner of agriculture and forestry, the secretary of the Departnrent of Environmental

Quality, the secretary of the Department of Health and Hospitals, the sect'etary of the

Department of Natural Resources, and the secretary of the Deparlrnent of Wildlife and

Fisheries, the East Carroll Palish Police Jury, the East Carroll Parish Sheriff, and the mayor

ofthe city ofLake Providence.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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2019 Regular Session

SENATE CONCURRENT I{ESOLUTION NO. 1O

BY SENATOI{ THOMPSON

ENROLLED

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To re-establish the Lake Providence Watershed Council and to pl'ovide fbr its menrbership

and responsibilities.

WHEREAS, Lake Providence, an oxbow lake forrned fi'om a bend in the Mississippi

River, is located in East Caroll Parish; and

WHEREAS, Lake Providence is a lake well known for its natural scenic beauty and

for the fact that it is an important natural r esource that supports an abundance ofrecreational

activities, including fishing, swimming, waterskiing, boating, birding, and waterfowl

hunting; and

WHEREAS, these scenic and l'ecreational opportunities are critical components

necessary to the economic well-being of the region sun'ounding the lake and to the state as

a whole; and

WHEREAS, Article IX, Section I of the Constitution of Louisiana declares that the

"natural l'esoul'ces of the state, including ... water ... shall be protected, conseled, and

replenished insofar as possible and consistent with the health, safety, and welfare of the

people. The legislature shall enact laws to implement this policy."; and

WFIEREAS, the aquatic habitat of Lake Providence has been in a state of decline due

to a variety of causes, including runoff from the development of the surrounding land,

shoreline rnodifications and development, and the sediment and nutrient content of runoff

from agricultural developrnent being deposited annually into the lake; and

WHEREAS, these causes have negatively impacted and may continue to threaten and

degrade the value ofthe lake as a valuable resource forwildlife habitat and as a source of

econornic activity that stimulates the snrounding area and should allow for the inct'eased

enjoyment ofthe lake; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Louisiana deserve to have a restoled and sustainable

Lake Providence and an essential step in that process is development and agreement on a
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practicable plan with achievable goals and ureasulable milestones of achievement for how

best to restore and sustain the lake, along with an estimation of cost for those l'estoratioll

efforts; and

WHEREAS, it is essential to conduct a careful and cleliberate scientific study to

develop a sound and lasting solution to the deterioration of the quality of the Lake

Providence watelshed and that action based on the recomrnendations developed in this study

be implernented as expeditior"rsly as possible in older to preserve, protect, and enhance these

resources now and for genet'ations to cotne; and

WHEREAS, there are several state and local agencies, including the Deparhrent of

Agriculture and Forestt'y, the Depafturent of Environmental Quality, the Louisiana

Deparhnelrt of Health, and the Depatlment of Wildlif'e and Fisheries, with experlise,

knowledge, and resources essential to identify and evah"rate the problems present in the Lake

Providence watershed; and

WFIEREAS, it is important that the applopliate state and local govetnments wolk

together with all the various stakeholders interested in the restoration ofLake Providence

to identif' the problems, determine solutions, and irnplement retnedies to restore, preselve,

and enhance the health and sustainability ofthe Lake Providence watetshed; and

WHEREAS, to achieve the goal of a restored Lake Plovidence watershed as quickly

and completely as possible, it is necessary to bring together the various govet'nment interests,

as well as nongovernmental stakeholdel olganizations who possess specialized knowledge

or whose members represent resource nsers in the l-ake Providence watershed.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby

create the Lake Providence Watershed Council, whose membership shall be as follows:

(1) The commissionel of the Department of Agliculture and Folestry or his designee

within the departrnent.

(2) The secretary of the Department of Environmental Quality or his designee within

the deparlment.

(3) The secretary of the Louisiana Depaltment of Health or his designee within the

department.

(4) The secretary of the Depaltment of Natulal Resonrces or his designee within the
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depaltment, who shall serve as vice clrair of the council.

(5) The secretaly of the Department of Wildlife and Fishelies or his designee within

the department, who shall serve as chair ofthe council.

(6) The state senator from Setrate District 34.

(7) The state representative from House Distlict 21 .

(8) Two mernbers appointed by the senator from Senate Distlict 34.

(9) Two membels appointed by the lepresentative fi'om House District 21.

(10) Two membet's appointed by the East Can'oll Parish Police Jury.

( I I ) One member appointed by the East Caroll Parish Sheriff.

( I 2) One member appointed by the nrayor of the city of Lake Providence.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the Lake Plovidence Watershed

Council shall not be entitled to receive any salaly, per diem, expenses, rnileage, or other

emollients of the office for their service on this comrnission, outside of any that they Inay

be entitled to by virtue of their service in another public office.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall, at the proper time, contact the

following federal resource agencies to solicit their views and input with respect to

completing the study requested by this Resolution:

(l) United States Army Corps of Engineers.

(2) United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

(3) United States Geological Survey.

(4) National Resources Conservation Service.

(5) United States Department of Agriculture.

(6) National Oceanographic and Atrnospheric Administlation.

(7) United States Environrnental Protection Agency.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the Lake Providence Watelshed

Council shall meet as often as necessary to deliberate and produce a report that will identify,

review, and evaluate management stl'ategies to facilitate the goal of irnproving the aquatic

habitat of Lake Providence; to provide recommendations for the optimal rnanagement and

protection of the resoulces within the Lake Providence watershed, including but not limited

to the following:
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(l) The study of impacts and potential impacts to watel quality, excess nutrietrt, and

sediment run-offmanagerrerrt, shoreline modification lnanagement, watershed consenvation

measures, and innovative habitat restoration rnethodology.

(2) Coordination of federal, state, and local efforts to improve and protect water

quality surface water resource management and protection policies; recommettdations for

the optirnal management and protection of the natural l'esources in the Lake Providence

watershed.

(3) Recommended changes to cuffent procedut'es and practices to make the

management and protection of the nafural l'esoul'ces in the Lake Providence watershed mot'e

efficient, cornprehensive, and sustainable.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the report shall be submitted to the House

Cornmittee on Natural Resources and Envilonment and the Senate Comlnittee olr

Environmental Quality no later than May 1,2020, and that unless the Lake Providence

Watershed Council is extended by further action of the Louisiana Legislature, it shall cease

to exist December 31,2020.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

commissionel of agricultule and forestry, the secretary of the Deparlrnent of Environrnental

Quality, the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health, the secretary of the

Department of Natural Resources, the secretary of the Depaltment of Wildlife and Fisheries,

the East Carroll Parish Police Jury, the East Carroll Parish Sheriff, and the rnayol of the city

ofLake Providerrce.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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2020 Regular Session

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO, 96

BY REPRESENTATIVE THOMPSON

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To extend the Lake Providence Watershed Council and to provide for its membership and

responsibilities.

WHEREAS, Lake Providence, an oxbow lake formed from a bend in the Mississippi

River, is located in East Carroll Parish; and

WHEREAS, Lake Providence is a lake well known for its natural scenic beauty and

for the fact that it is an important natural resource that supports an abundance ofrecreational

activities, including fishing, swimming, waterskiing, boating, biding, and waterfowl

hunting; and

WHEREAS, these scenic and recreational opportunities are critical components

necessary to the economic well-being ofthe region surrounding the lake and to the state as

a whole; and

WHEREAS, Article IX, Section I of the Constitution of Louisiana declares that the

"natural resources ofthe state, including ... water.., shall be protected, conserued, and

replenished insofar as possible and consistent with the health, safety, and welfare of the

people; and

WHEREAS, Article IX, Section 1 of the Constitution of Louisiana further specifies

that "the legislature shall enact laws to implement this policy"; and

WHEREAS, the aquatic habitat of Lake Providence has been in a state of decline due

to a variety of causes, including runoff from the development of the surlounding land,

shoreline modifications and development, and the sediment and nutrient content ofrunoff

from agricultural development being deposited annually into the lake; and
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WHEREAS, these causes have negatively impacted and nray continue to threaten and

deglade the value ofthe lake as a valuable resource for wildlife habitat and as a source of

economic activity that stirnulates the surrounding area and should allow for the increased

enjoyment ofthe lake; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Louisiana deserve to have a restored and sustainable

Lake Providence and an essential step in that process is the developrnent atrd agl€ement on

a practicable plan with achievable goals and rrreasurable rnilestones of achievement for how

best to l€store and sustain the lake, along with an estimatiol.t of cost fot'those restoration

efforts; and

WHEREAS, it is essential to conduct a careful and deliberate scientific study to

develop a sound and lasting solutior.r to the deteriolation of the quality of the Lake

Providence watershed and that action based on the recomrnendations developed in this study

be implemented as expeditiously as possible in order to preser.ve, protect, and enhance these

resources now and for getreratior-rs to cotne; and

WHEREAS, there are several state and local agencies, including the Department of

Agriculture and Forestry, the Department of Environmental Quality, the Louisiana

Department of Health, and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries with expertise,

knowledge, and resources essential to identify and evaluate the probletns present in the Lake

Providence watershed; and

WHEREAS, it is important that the appropriate state and local governments work

together with all the various stakeholders interested in the restoration ofLake Providence

to identify the problems, determine solutions, and irnplernent t'emedies to restore, preserve,

and enhance the health and sustainability of the Lake Providence watershed; and

WHEREAS, to achieve the goal of a restored Lake Providence watershed as quickly

and completely as possible, it is necessary to bring together the various government interests,

as well as nongovenlmental stakeholder organizations who possess specialized knowledge

or whose members represent resource users in the lake Providence watershed.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives of the

Legislature of Louisiana does hereby extend the Lake Providence Watershed Council, whose

membership shall be as follows:

( 1) The commissionel of the Department of Agriculture and Forestry or his designee

within the depafirnent.
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(2) The secretary of the Depaftment of Environrnental Quality or his designee within

the departurent.

(3) The secretaly of the Louisiarla Depaftmellt of Health ol ltis designee within the

depaftrnent.

(4) The secretary of the Department ofNatural Resources or his designee within the

departrnent, who shall serve as vice chair of the council.

(5) The secretary of the Deparlrnent of Wildlife and Fisheries or his designee within

the departrnent, who shall senr'e as chair ofthe council.

(6) The state senator from Senate District thitty-four'.

(7) The state lepresentative from House District twenty-one.

(8) Two membels appointed by the senator from Senate District thirty-four.

(9) Two mernbers appointed by the representative from House District twenty-one.

(10) Two rnembers appointed by the East Caroll Parish Police Jury.

(1 I ) One member appointed by the East Caroll Parish Sheriff.

( 12) One member appointed by the mayor of the city of Lake Providence.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the Lake Providence Watershed

Council shall not be entitled to receive any salary per diem, expenses, tnileage, or other

emoluments of the office for their service on this commission, outside of any that they may

be entitled to by virtue of their service in another public office.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the council shall, at the proper time, contact the

following federal resource agencies to solicit their views and input with respect to

completing the study requested by this Resolution:

(1) United States Almy Corps of Engineers.

(2) United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

(3) United States Geological Survey.

(4) National Resources Conseruation Service.

(5) United States Depaftment of Agriculture.

(6) National Oceanographic and Atrnospheric Administration.

(7) United States Envilonmental Protection Agency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members ofthe Lake Providence Watershed

Council shall meet as often as necessary to deliberate and produce a report that will identify,

review, and evaluate management strategies to facilitate the goal of improving the aquatic

habitat of Lake Providence; to provide recornmendations for the optimal management and
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protection of the resources within the Lake Providence watershed, inclr-rding but not limited

to the following:

( I ) The study of impacts and potential inrpacts to watel quality, excess nutrient, and

sediment runoff managernent, shoreline modification rnanagement, watershed conservation

measures, and innovative habitat restolation methodology.

(2) Coordination of federal, state, and local efforts to irnprove and protect water

quality; surface watel'resoul'ce management and protection policies; and recommendations

for the optimal management and protection ofthe natural resources in the Lake Providence

watershed.

(3) Recommended changes to cunent procedures and practices to tnake the

management and protection of the natural resources in the Lake Providence watershed more

effi cient, comprehensive, and sustainable.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the report prepared by the Lake Providence

Watershed Council shall be submitted to the House Committee on Natural Resources and

Environment and the Senate Committee on Environmental Quality no later than May first

of each year.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

commissioner of agriculture and forestry, the secretary of the Department of Environmental

Quality, the secretary of the Louisiana Depaftment of Health, the secretary of the

Department ofNatural Resources, the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,

the East Canoll Parish Police Jury, the East Canoll Parish Sheriff, and the mayor of the city

ofLake Providence.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRES]DENT OF THE SENATE
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